
Climate Change: 
Urgency and Solutions



Scientific Consensus on Global Warming

Climate scientists agree that:

● Global warming is real.

● It’s caused by increased greenhouse gases.

● Human activity is causing almost all the increase.





Washington Post—
Kaiser Family Foundation Poll, 2019



The Biggest Driver Is Fossil Fuels



Greenhouse Gases Are Changing The Climate

Some heat can 
escape. But excess 
CO2 and other 
gases in the 
atmosphere trap 
heat, keeping the 
earth warm.

Some sunlight that 
hits the earth is 
reflected, and some 
becomes heat.



More Greenhouse Gases Lead To A Warmer Planet

The five warmest years ever on record have 
occurred in the past five years.

The 20 warmest years in recorded history 
have occurred in the past 22 years.



What We’re Up Against

● More record-setting temperatures
● More extreme weather events
● Rising sea levels
● More severe droughts
● Increasing ocean temperatures









How Long Do We Have?

The IPCC reports we 
have 10 years to cut 
global emissions
by 50%.



We (individuals, industries, 
governments) simply need to 

spend the effort to scale them up.

According to the Climate Reality 
Project…

But…We already have solutions



1. Renewables are growing, getting cheaper



2. Cost of rooftop solar is competitive



3. Remarkable progress in energy storage



4. The electric grid is getting smarter



5. Electric vehicle market is booming



6. Transportation is more efficient and 
public transit is growing



7. Energy efficiency is improving
and saving money



Changes in agriculture, conserving carbon 
in the soil…

Methane capture…
Alternatives to fossil fuel-based plastic…

Alternatives to food waste…
More corporations, cities, and states 
planning for 100% renewable future…

There is more…



Human ingenuity created the problem…
Now that we know this, we can solve it.



“Active hope is a practice; it involves becoming active 
participants in bringing about what we hope for.”

–Joanna Macy

“What if hope isn’t what leads to action? What if courage 
leads to action and hope is what comes next?”

–Mary Annaïse Heglar

On Hope



BREAKOUT ROOMS 1-2

• How do you react to discussion of climate change?

• At the end of the presentation, we were offered two 
quotations on the subject of hope. Choose one of these and 
say a little about what it means to you:
• “Active hope is a practice; it involves becoming active 

participants in bringing about what we hope for.” –Joanna Macy

• “What if hope isn’t what leads to action? What if courage leads 
to action and hope is what comes next?” –Mary Annaïse Heglar


